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Shift Time: 477
A Festival of STy
ldeas LR

Leading artists and thinkers gather in Charles

Darwin’s home town to celebrate his lasting legacy
39— 12" July 2009

World-renowned sculptor and engineer Theo Jansen joins a host of leading
artists, performers and thinkers to celebrate the b icentenary of Charles
Darwin in Shrewsbury’s inaugural Shift Time festival

In the year of the 150" anniversary of Charles Darwin’s Origin of the Species — and 200 years since the great man’s
birth — Darwin’s home town is hosting a 10-day cele bration of the lasting legacy of his ground-breakin g work. The
Shift Time festival brings together over 30 artists and perfo rmers, who have all been inspired by Darwin’s theor ies to
create new commissions ranging from large-scale sculptures to street thea tre performances; and from dance
displays to interactive exhibitions. Sparking debat e and questioning the very roots of human existence , Shift Time
directs us through art, performance and spoken word to find an answer for that age-old question — what is it to be
human?

Dutch engineer and kinetic sculptor Theo Jansen ’s 13-metre long Animaris Umerus sculpture will be unveiled for the
first time in the beautiful setting of Shrewsbury’s Quarry Park to launch the festival before taking pride of plac e within
the stunning interior of St Mary’s Church for the duration of the festival. A highlight of th e festival's final weekend,
visitors are invited to a rare audience with Jansen himself, who will be talking about how the principl es of Darwinian
evolution continue to inform and influence his own work on Saturday 11 " July at St Mary's Church.

As part of The Weather Man - an Opera North and Shrewsbury Darwin Bicentenary  triple-bill evening on 11"
July - In Praise of Darwin’s Mistakes will see award-winning biologist and media theorist Arjen Mulder's provocative
challenge to Darwin’s theory of evolution delivered on the Theatre Severn stage in what looks set to be a highly-
explosive performance. Marcus Coates’ new film Follow the Voice will then draw parallels between man-made
sounds and animal cries and calls for an evocative exploration of Darwin’s world view. Closing the eve ning
programme, Opera North's chamber opera The Weather Man imagines what really happened on Darwin’s historic
Beagle voyage in new commission and world premiere for the festival. Co-commissioned and produced by Film and
Video Umbrella , Coates’ compelling film will be screened in Shrewsbury’s Unitarian Church until August, allowing
visitors a rare chance to see the very church where Darwin worshipped as a child; offering the perfect setting to
contemplate the enormity of the earth-shattering di scoveries he went on to make.

With a Creepy Crawly Weekend offering an introduction to the magical world of bu gs through animation, interaction
with light-reactive, insect-like electronic life fo rms and a Shift Time Bug Trail ; the festival will engage children in the
fundamentally important issues surrounding Darwin’s discoveries. Meanwhile for adults Darwin Blast Off  will
encourage lively and robust debate from leading thi nkers Kevin Warwick and James Le Fanu.

Anna Douglas , Shift Time Programme Director says: “This has been a once in a lifetime opportunity fo r the town of
Shrewsbury to work in partnership with a few of Br itain's most innovative arts companies to commissio n some of the
world's most experimental, provocative and challeng ing artists across all the art forms. It truly is a world-class event".
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Shift Time Festival Manager Jon King adds: “We are delighted with the calibre and range of art ists who are coming
together to investigate the themes raised by Charles Darwin’s legacy. Taking place in his home town, and with the real
depth of ideas being explored within the events and commissions, we strongly believe that if Darwin were still around,

he’'d be coming back to Shrewsbury for Shift Time!”

Shift Time has been produced in association with amino, Film and Video Umbrella and Opera North .

Festival Highlights

THEO JANSEN

Animaris Umnerus
Thursday 2 and Friday 3 July, The Quarry Park
Saturday 4 — Sunday 12 July, St Mary’s Church
FREE

Performance / Kinetic Sculpture

Dutch engineer and kinetic sculptor Theo Jansen has been creating
mechanical, skeletal creature-like devices named st randbeests since
1990. Made of really basic Blue Peter stuff - plast ic electrical tubing and
2 litre water bottles - these gigantic, complex bei ngs get their energy
from the wind, so they don't have to eat like regul ar animals.

Theo's ultimate wish is to release herds of these new species to roam
the world. And while he doesn't quite get to do tha tin Shrewsbury, you
can see his latest species Umerus — all 13 metres long of it - in The
Quarry Park.

THEO JANSEN

Presentation
Saturday 11 July, St Mary’s Church
4pm
£5

Illustrated Talk

Abandoning a research career in physics and engineering, Theo Jansen
devotes his time to applying a fascinating mix of t he basic principles of
Darwinian evolution with engineering to invest his machine-creatures
with increasingly sophisticated animal-like abiliti es. This is a rare
opportunity to hear the maverick Jansen, who was aw arded the Special
Jury Prize at Prix Ars Electronica, 2005 for his “singular contribution to
art and science”.

MARCUS COATES

Follow the Voice
Saturday 11 July (launch) — Saturday 8 August, Unitarian Church
Wed - Sat, 12midday — 4pm
FREE

Video & Sound Installation

In a playful echo of Darwin’s ‘The Expression of Emotions in Man and
Animals’, Marcus Coates’ new film work, Follow the Voice establishes
striking parallels between a range of familiar man- made sounds and an
equally evocative chorus of animal cries and calls. Chasing pockets of
sound around the urban landscape of Shrewsbury, (th e ‘beep’ of the
supermarket checkout; the siren of a reversing deli very lorry) and by
slowing down or speeding up his recordings, Coates reveals an

extraordinary likenesses with the natural calls of animal species. Follow
the Voice captures the heightened feeling of interc onnectedness at the
heart of Darwin's view of the world, and reminds us of the spirit of curiosity
and discovery that infuses his ideas.

Premiered at the Unitarian Church where Darwin wors hipped as a child,
with access by kind agreement of the congregation, it is presented in
partnership with Shrewsbury Museum and Art Gallery.

Follow the Voice is co-commissioned by Film and Vid eo Umbrella and
Shropshire Museums Services and funded by Arts Coun cil England.

THE WEATHER MAN
Darwin, death and what really happened on the Beag/
programme

Saturday 11 July, Theatre Severn

7.30pm — 9.50pm approx

£15/12 concs

e—atriple bill

Music, Film, Words
The first opportunity to see Opera North / Shrewsbury Darwin
Bicentenary ‘s inventive triple-bill programme.

In Praise of Darwin’s Mistakes

The best way to honour a scientist is to criticise him. Award winning
biologist and media theorist Arjen Mulder contests Darwin's theory of
evolution.

Continues on next page...

Follow the Voice
A new commissioned film by Marcus Coates , infused with a Darwinian
spirit of curiosity. (See above).

The Weather Man

During their epic five years circumnavigation of th e globe, Captain
Robert Fitzroy and Charles Darwin forged a relationship of great
intimacy. But on arrival home the two friends found themselves on
opposite sides of history. After event discussion w ith Arjen Mulder.

Writer - John Binias

Composer - Paul Clark

Musical Director - Dominic Wheeler
Designer - Richard Aylwin

Fitzroy - Robert Poulton

Narrator - Sarah Belche
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WREN & RAY

The Remembrance Path
Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 July, The Quarry Park
10am — 6pm
FREE

Participatory Public Art

When Darwin walked each day it helped him focus on the big questions
in life. Wren & Ray’s giant labyrinth of books is likewise a place for
contemplating the big journey of humankind. Join us on Saturday, 10am
and 5pm, and bring along your old books to help mak e the labyrinth.

And come again on Sunday, to make a token of rememb rance and
place it somewhere along the labyrinth walk.

At 6pm the labyrinth will symbolically close, with all your tokens and
messages tucked inside a special book, packed away for the next stage
of the Remembrance Path Project.

TIM BRENNAN

A Red Notebook Marnoeuvre
Saturday 11 and Sunday 12 July, departing from Theatre Severn
1lam — 1pm and 2pm — 3pm
FREE but booking essential

Performance / Guided Walk

In ‘A Red Notebook Manoeuvre’, Tim Brennan leads pa rticipants on a
guided walk around Shrewsbury; taking in Darwin’s b irthplace at Mount
House and The Lion Hotel, where the young naturalist set off by stage
coach for that illustrious journey on the HMS Beagl e.

Armed with ‘the notebook’, in which Tim collects th oughts and voices
(its not just an attractive red prop ), Tim's ‘mano euvres’ (or tactical walks)
make new connections between geography, social hist ory and personal
memory.

Family-Friendly Events

ELF

Pascal Glissman & Martina Hofflin
Friday 3 — Sunday 12 July, Rowley’s House
Monday — Sat 10am — 5pm, Sunday 10am — 4pm
FREE

Exhibition

What is life? Scientists argue all the time over this big question.
Nevertheless, there’s general agreement that to qualify there should be
signs of growth, reproduction, adaption, responsive ness, metabolism,
and movement. Sometimes autonomy, development and e volution get
pitched into the equation too.

Pascal & Martina’s ELFs (electronic-lifeforms) are small analog electronic
creatures that react to light. And with all their t wittering and tweeting,
pulsating and throbbing it's really hard to not bel ieve that they are living
some kind of life.

SHIFT-LIFE

University of Wolverhampton Project Group
Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 July, The Quarry Park
FREE

1iteractive Digital Display

An alternate, fantasy biological life form lives out its existence on a
virtual planet. But this is no Sunday picnic, for t he planet-habitat is
extremely volatile as rapidly changing conditions, outside the life form's
control, causes havoc by the minute. What is the ca use of these
cataclysmic upheavals? You are. By entering into a large box of sand,
onto which the strange and wonderful world of the v irtual creatures is
projected, you affect the fortunes of this life-for m's Evolution.

FENG RU LEE

In This Mountain Where The Sun Shines Through
Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 July, The Quarry Park
FREE

Live Performance

Feng-Ru Lee performs as her alter—ego Milee the Sheep, complete with
wooly coat, picket fencing and greener-than-green t urf. So far this all
looks pretty adorable. But Milee points towards the far more disturbing
aspects of a post-human future; genetic engineering , unregulated
industrialization and mutating life-forms. “Where i s the acceptable line to
be drawn between scientists ceasing to be humans an d playing at
being god?”

Continues on next page...

BLUE EYED SOUL

TAKE: A Dance in the Park
Saturday 4 July, The Quarry Park
FREE

Dance / aerial performance

Three dancers disabled and non-disabled tug, twist and turn through
the fact and fiction of the past, in an aerial danc e performance of daring
delight — challenging our preconceptions on human ¢ apability. TAKE: a
dance in the park, celebrates a rich and colourful history of live outdoor
performance from 1809 to 2009, trapeze artists to s treet performers,
woollen tweed to lycra. Bringing it into the 21st ¢ entury and onto a
spectacular aluminium dome rig where dancers magica lly glide, float
and spin, narrowly missing each other in a playful journey through the
archives.

Directed by Rachel Freeman for Blue Eyed Soul Dance Company. Part
of Sepia — a small festival of dance.
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NATUREBOTS
Sunday 5 July, The Quarry Park
12noon — 6pm
FREE

Robotic Demonstration

Programming robots is child’s play - and we can pro ve it. With the help
of distributors DACTA, Belvidere, Sundorne, Meole B race and Mary
Webb Schools have been working with the latest soft ware and kit to
show just how far we've come from a wind-up Robbie the Robot.
Marvel at ED-E and his break dancing skills.

THE TORTOISE PROJECT

The Hive
Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 July, The Quarry Park
10am - 4pm
FREE

Sculpture

Gigantic, Galapagos tortoises emerge, true toform -SLOWLY - out
of a range of materials. From woven willow to wattl e and daub. From
recycled what-nots to high-tech robotics.

THE SHIFT-TIME BUG TRAIL
Sunday 5 July, Darwin’s Meadow
2.30pm — 4pm approx
FREE but booking essential

Bug Trail
Join the resident Shift Time insect lover on a ramb le into the exact same
meadow that the young Charles Darwin explored on hi s nature hunts.

GREEN FAIR
Saturday 4 July, Shropshire Wildlife Trust HQ, Abbey Foregate
10am -4pm
FREE

A short stroll from The Quarry Park along the historic Town Walls and
across the English Bridge brings to the headquarter s of the Shropshire
Wildlife Trust and their annual celebration of all things green, with live
music, organic food, gardening tips, solar power, f armers market,
children’s activities, arts and crafts all under on e roof

Film Screenings

WILD SIDE

Evolution Goes to the Movies
Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 July, Igloo Pavilion, The Quarry Park
FREE

Film
Saturday 4 July
Bugs and Beasts (dir: various, 60 mins) Cert; U

11lam
A swarm of animated shorts featuring creatures of a Il shapes and sizes.
Includes resourceful insects (The New Species), singing seals (Lights
Out), and Sergei Ryabov's award-winning The Tiny Fish. Suitable for all
ages; part of the Travelling Picture Show tour.

Shift_Time shorts (dir: various, 75 mins) Cert: PG

2.30pm
Selection of shorts and artists’ films with a focus on evolution and
mutation. There's surreal animation by Nicole Mitch ell and Ben Wheele,
the birth of the universe in Jani Ruscica’s Evoluti ons, and a man from
the wilds of Scotland describes his vision of natur e in Origin of the
Species (Ben Rivers). Then Felix the Cat gets sciertific in the 1923
cartoon Felix Doubles for Darwin.

Microcosmos  (dir: Nuridsany & Pérennou, France 1996, 80 mins)
Cert: PG

4.30pm
This unigque documentary offers a close-up look at t he creatures
inhabiting one meadow on a sunny afternoon. Starrin g a troupe of
dancing caterpillars, a very persistent beetle and two snails who can't
keep their feelers off each other.

Shift_Time shorts ( dir: various, 75 mins) Cert: PG

Yeux sans Visage / Eyes without a face
1960, 90 mins) Cert: 15

8pm: musical introduction

8.30pm: begins
As darkness falls over Shrewsbury, Darwinian horror comes to Quarry
Park... Disfigured in a car-crash, a young woman wand ers the hallways
of her isolated mansion wearing a porcelain white m ask. An expert in
skin-grafting, her father becomes obsessed with rec onstructing her
beauty through a series of sinister experiments. This influential chiller

(dir: Georges Franju, France

6pm features a score by the late Maurice Jarre, and DJs from Birmingham's
As above. speakeasy cinema Outer Sight will be setting the to ne beforehand.
Sunday 5 July
Bugs and Beasts (dir: various, 60 mins) Cert; U The Entangled Bank — a night of film and music ~ (dir: Various) Cert:
1lam 15
See above. 7.30pm

Old Market Hall, Market Square
Tabu (dir: FW Murnau, USA 1931, 83 mins) Cert: PG
2pm
The final film by legendary director EW. Murnau (Nosferatu, Sunrise), a
splendid vision of doomed young love made with Scot tish documentary
maker Robert Flaherty and a cast of Polynesian non-actors on Tahiti.

Continues on next page...

The theories of Charles Darwin have been credited as a key influence on
the flourishing of surrealist film and art in the 1 920s. Prime exhibits on
show at this special closing event are three films made in 1928: Bufiuel's
Call to Murder, Un Chien Andalou; Man Ray’s L'Etoile de Mer; and Len
Lye’s hand-drawn debut Tusalava We'll also have pioneering work by
Ladislaw Starewicz, Jean Painlevé and Jan Svankmajer, and live cello
accompaniment by Bela Emerson.
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Other Events

PAUL GRANJON

Lo-Tech Songs with Servo Drive
Friday 3 July, loo Pavillion
10pm onwards
FREE

Don't be fooled by Paul's ‘DIY’, working man’s club -style cabaret act. It
may looked ‘unplugged’, but that's for a reason and there’s actually a lot
of very clever stuff going on. Such as: “the simult aneous investigation of
serious issues that explore our cultural anxieties and obsession with
notions of progress and our ever increasing desire to create and harness
state-of-the art technology”.

PRIMORDIAL SOUP
Clinton Challoner

Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 July, The Quarry Park and along the
river

FREE

Sculpture

The path of Evolution is littered with also-rans an d not-quite-butnearlies.
On the banks of the River Severn in The Quarry Park sculptor Clinton
Challoner unleashes his imagination to create an Evolutionary Nature
Reserve of creatures that did not make it.

DARWIN DAYS
Saturday 4 July, departing from Rowley’s House
10.30am and 1.30pm
£4

Historical Re-enactment

Stroll through the Medieval streets of Shrewsbury o n an historical re-
enactment guided walk, or, by chance, happen upon a glimpse of the
boy-Darwin whilst you do your Saturday shopping or Shift-time shifting.

Shrewsbury Heritage Celebrations presents four hist orical re-
enactments throughout the town, of scenes from Darw in’s family life,
each scene evoking life in the early 19th Century town.

DESPERATE MEN
Darwin & the Dodo
Sunday 5 July, The Quarry Park
12midday — 4pm
FREE

Street Theatre

Does God play dice with the universe? Did dodos die out because we
did them in? Why did Darwin spend eight years with only barnacles for
company? Could all the species on earth fit in the ark? How did
kangaroos get from Mount Ararat to Australia? Is th e dodo’s last egg
going to hatch? And who cares?

A comic walkabout for anywhere...All carried off in D esperate Men's
inimitable, dynamic and engaging style.
Darwin and the Dodo explores themes of evolution an d extinction.

DARWIN BLAST OFF
Sunday 5 July, Igloo Pavilion, The Quarry Park
2.30pm — 6pm
FREE

Debate
A Sunday afternoon of no-holds-barred thinking, gua ranteed to be the
liveliest debate in town. Confirmed blasters includ e:

Kevin Warwick — Professor of Cybernetics, University of Reading,
defends the benefits of being a Cyborg.

Pete Moore —award-winning science writer of Enhancing Me, confronts
the hype of human enhancement.

James Le Fanu — author of Why Us ? — How Science Rediscovered the
Mystery of Ourselves, forecasts a new science of being human - that
eclipses Darwin’s evolutionary theory.

QUANTUM LEAP

The Tour
Sunday 12 July, departing from Theatre Severn
12midday — 12.15pm, 2pm — 2.45pm, 3pm — 3.45pm appr ox
FREE, limited places

Guided Walking Tour
It's big — it's bold and it's a lasting legacy of t he Darwin Bicentennial year.

Challenging in its design and an engineering conund rum, Pearce & Lal
have produced an eye-catching sculpture. Quantum Le ap is set on the
banks of the River Severn, in a geo-garden, that tells the story of
Shropshire’s epic journey using rock from the ten g eological periods
represented in the county’s landscape. Join members  of the design
team for an insight into this ambitious project.

HERESY

Challenging established orthodoxy Andy McKeown & Su
Sunday 12 July, the Old Market Hall, The Square
From 9pm
FREE

e Challis

Digital Projections

For the final Shift-Time event, Andy Mckeown and Su e Challis challenge

us with some heretical ideas in the thoroughly atmo spheric setting of the
Old Market Hall. Andy is something of a lighting-wh izz, so he’s set

himself an awesome challenge of turning the undercr oft of the OMH — all

14 arches of it - into a giant light installation, whilst Sue blasts us with
some pretty extraordinary ideas.

Continues on next page...
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Digital Programme

Shift Time will provide a springboard for the debat e and discussion of Charles Darwin’s ground-breakin g work and,
as such, the festival is actively looking to bring people together to become the alternative, online v oice of the festival.
In a series of sessions happening in Shrewsbury, people will be encouraged to join the debate; by post ing
photographs, reports and reviews as the festival un folds.

Partners

WWW.amino.org.uk www.fvu.co.uk www.operanorth.co.uk

Travel Information

Getting to Shrewsbury

By Rail:

All the venues are within walking distance of Shrew sbury Station, which is a 2-minute walk from the to wn centre.
Several rail operators run services into Shrewsbury with direct services from Aberystwyth, Birmingham, Hereford,
London Marylebone, Wolverhampton and Wrexham (North Wales). Wrexham & Shropshire runs direct rail
services to Shrewsbury from London Marylebone and Wrexham. Visit www.wrexhamandshropshire.co.uk or call
0845 260 5900 for timetables and fares.

By Car:
The M54 connects Shrewsbury to the M6 and the natio nal motorway network. The A49, A5, A53 & A458 all lead into
the town.

Contacts

For further information / Press Tickets / Interview s

Idea Generation: +44(0)20 7749 6855
Ffion Williams: flion@ideagenerationco.uk
Nicola Hamilton: nicola.hamilton@ideageneration.co.uk

Ends

Websites
www.ideageneration.co.uk www.shift-ime.org.uk
For: For:

Online Press Office . Festival programme

Client list - Booking tickets
Company contact detail
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